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Santosh Yadav and Maria Sharapova's intriguing lives are described in the narrative Reach for
the Top, split into two sections, in Chapter 8 of the English textbook Beehive for Class 9.
Students can refer to the prose summary of the Reach for the Top chapter of the CBSE Class 9
English Prose Notes in the format of the Class 9 English Notes. Additionally, this prose summary
was written in straightforward language so that CBSE Class 9 pupils may access it as they
studied for their tests.

Reach for the Top Class 9 Summary
The two portions of Reach for the Top provide knowledge about Santosh Yadav and Maria
Sharapova. Santosh introduces the first segment. Santosh was the first woman in history to
climb Mount Everest twice when this story was written. It starts by stating that she was born in
a culture that saw girls as a curse. But, as we find out, she was born in Haryana, and she goes
against the flow of society to be herself.
She experienced gender prejudice from a young age and decided to forge her path. She traveled
to Delhi to enroll, paying for her schooling only through part-time employment. After that, she
moved into a hostel in Jaipur, where her life began to change. However, there was no turning
back once she joined a mountaineering adventure.

In 1992, at the age of barely 20, she successfully ascended Mount Everest. She did it early and
even used her oxygen to help another climber. She made India glad by making history, and the
Indian government honored her with the Padma Shri award.
Part II continues, which concentrates on the well-known tennis star Maria Sharapova. Her path
to dominating women's tennis is shown to us.
Her life's interior biography reveals that she became the best tennis player at a young age. She is
from Siberia, Russia, and only moved away from home when she was nine years old to start her
training for her ambition. At age 9, she was forced to leave her mother and relocate to Florida
with her father.
In addition, her interests in singing, dancing, and fashion are shown. Finally, we discover that she
thinks that even while finance does play a significant role, she has always sought to be the best.

Reach for the Top Class 9 Notes
Introduction
The biographical novel Reach for the Top portrays Santosh Yadav and Maria Sharapova's life. It
honors the accomplishments of these two powerful women who overcame adversity to
succeed. These two had one thing in common: they persisted in following their passions despite
all difficulties. Students will discover via the Reach for the Top summary how perseverance and
hard effort can go a long way. It demonstrates perseverance, hard work, and sacrifice to achieve



outstanding. As a result, anyone searching for encouragement to follow their goals and travel
the road to success can find it in this chapter.

Explanation ( story )
Santosh Yadav is the only female climber of Mount Everest who has accomplished this feat
twice. The sixth child of her parents, Santosh was born in the Haryana village of Joniya. With
five brothers, she is the sole sibling.

Her parents were wealthy landowners. She could have been sent to Delhi to pursue her
education, but she remained in the village to attend school. When she was sixteen, she refused
to get married and told her parents that if she didn't get a good education, she wouldn't ever get
married. They eventually gave in after she promised to start working a part-time job.

She decided to investigate the climbers' disappearance on her own. Few climbers who were
there when she arrived urged her to try climbing. However, there was no turning back after that.
By attending the Uttarkashi Nehru Institute of Mountaineering, Santosh saved money. Every year,
she went on an adventure. She has strong determination, stamina, and mental grit. Her efforts
eventually began to pay off. She joined the Aravalli mountaineers in 1988, and in 1992, she
ascended Mount Everest at 19. In less than a year, Santosh joined the Indo-Nepalese Women's
Expedition and established a record by being the first woman to have scaled Mount Everest
twice.
She received the Padma Shri award, one of the country's highest honors.

On August 22, 2005, a Siberian teenager named Maria Sharapova rose to the Top of the tennis
world rankings. When she was sent to America to train with her father when she was ten, her
mother was compelled to stay behind. While he fought to support her, she supported her father.
She became more determined and resilient as a result.

In 2004, she won the women's singles title at Wimbledon. Her rise from Siberia to the Top of
women's tennis has moved many people.

She claims that despite her sacrifices, her hard work has been worthwhile. She claims that even
though the US plays a significant role in her life, she is pleased to be a Russian and will compete
for her country in the Olympics if they want.

She enjoys dancing, singing, and fashion. In addition, she likes to read Arthur Conan Doyle's
books. Sharapova defies classification. She is talented, driven to achieve, and willing to make
sacrifices. Although she is motivated by money, she is also driven by the ambition to be the
best.

Author
This chapter is an autobiography of Santosh Yadav and Maria Sharapova.



Word Meaning

Part1 :
Contentment = satisfaction
determination =actual resolution
affluent =wealthy,
afford = bear
in line with = in line with,
prevailing = conventional system,
the last thing = the least significant item,
enrolled = acquired admission
urge = desire,

Part 2 :
Seale–climbing
Twice—once twice;
With regard—to thinking about
Blessing—grace;
Assume—pretend;
Surprise—an unplanned occurrence
Nevertheless—even though;
Contentment—a feeling of contentment and gladness;
Traditional—about customs;
Terms—favors and disfavors;
Prefer—choose;
Beginning—starting;
Determine—resolve to take action with certainty;
Rational—demonstrating cause;
Affluent—wealthy;
Landowner—property owner;

Notes
Part 1 :
Santosh Yadav was raised in a conventional household. Five brothers were hers. She was born
in Haryana's little town of Joniawas. Santosh, which means satisfaction, was given to the
daughter. Santosh, however, wasn't always happy with her position in a conventional way of
living. Santosh liked shorts to the traditional Indian gowns that other girls wore.
Wealthy landowners, Santosh's parents could afford to send their kids to the best schools, even
in the capital city of Delhi, which was not far away. Santosh, however, was constrained to
attending the village school because it was the family's long-standing tradition.



When her parents objected to covering the cost of her schooling, she respectfully let them know
that she intended to work part-time to help pay for her education expenses. Then, her parents
agreed to cover the cost of her schooling.
Santosh moved to Jaipur after passing his high school exams. She took a room at Kasturba
Hostel when she enrolled in Maharani College. The Aravalli Hills inspired her interest in
mountaineering. She used her savings to join a course at the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering
in Uttarkashi.
She constantly demonstrated her physical toughness and incredible mental fortitude. Finally,
four years after timidly enquired whether she may join the Aravalli mountaineers, her diligence
and commitment concluded in 1992. Santosh Yadav reached Mount Everest's summit at just
twenty, making her the youngest person to do it. If her climbing prowess, physical health, and
mental toughness astonished her superiors, fellow climbers were won over by her compassion
for others and eagerness to collaborate with them.
Santosh Yadav gave special attention to a climber who was "lying lifeless at the South Col"
during the 1992 Everest trip. Unfortunately, she was unable to save him. She saved Mohan
Singh, another climber, who would have perished if she hadn't given him some of her oxygen.
Within a year, Santosh was invited to attend an Indo-Nepalese Women's Expedition by a member
of the group. She later achieved a second ascent of Everest. –
The Padma Shri Award was conferred to her. Santosh, an ardent environmentalist, also carried
500 pounds of trash from the Himalayas.

Part2 :
In Siberia, Russia, Maria Sharapova was born. She was a serene, assured, and amiable girl who
took just four years to get to the top position.

Maris began her path to becoming the top female tennis player when she was nine. She traveled
to America to pursue formal education. Only her father accompanied her on her trip to Florida.
They were unable to take her mother with them due to visa limitations. For two years, she was
forced to live without her mother. She yearned for her mother dearly, but her father could not
spend much time with her because he worked long hours to pay for her schooling.
Maria was the youngest child in the training facility, and other kids bullied her. She became more
challenging and more determined as a result of her training. She worked very hard to develop
her self-care skills. She never considered giving up because she was adamant about achieving
her objective. She won the Women's Single title at Wimbledon in 2004 thanks to her fierce drive
and willpower. She rose to the top spot among female tennis players in the world in 2005.
Many children were motivated by Maria's journey. She considers all of her sacrifices to have
been worthwhile. Maris's manner of responding made it evident that she was confident. She
views perseverance as the key to success. Because she was born in Russia, Maria wants to
represent her country in the Olympics. She also enjoys dancing, singing, and fashion. In addition,
she enjoys reading and likes wearing fancy dresses.



Maria found success and popularity thanks to her talent, drive, and willingness to make
sacrifices.
Reach for the Top Class 9 Question and Answers
1. Why was the 'holy man who gave Santosh's mother his blessings surprised?
The holy man granted a son to Santosh's mother. But close by was Santosh's grandma. They
wanted a daughter instead of a son, she claimed. The reverend was taken aback.

2. Give an example to show that Santosh was not ready to accept unreasonable terms even as a
young girl.
Santosh decided to live her life on her own right away. She chose to wear shorts instead of the
traditional Indian gowns that other females at the time wore. Nothing bothered her about it.

3. Why was Santosh sent to the local school?
The wealthy landowners were Santosh's parents. They had the means to enroll their kids in the
top universities. Santosh, however, was assigned to the neighborhood school. They acted
following the accepted family custom.

4. When did she leave home for Delhi, and why?
Her parents pressured her to be married when she turned sixteen. But she yearned to learn. She
then departed from me and enrolled herself at a school in Delhi.

5. Why did Santosh's parents agree to pay for her schooling in Delhi? What are the mental
qualities of Santosh brought to light by this incident?
Santosh's parents had declined to cover the cost of her Delhi-based schooling. Santosh kindly
let them know that she intended to work part-time to help pay for her education expenses. They
then decided to support her education. This event demonstrates Santosh's steely resolve as a
young woman.

6. How did Santosh begin to climb mountains?
Santosh enrolled at Maharani College in Jaipur after completing high school in Delhi. She
secured a space at the Kasturba Hostel with a view of the Aravalli Hills. She loved to observe
people climbing hills. So when she first encountered them, she requested to join their group. She
then started scaling mountains.

7. What incidents during the Everest expedition show Santosh's concern for her teammates?
Santosh gave a climber in critical condition extra attention during the 1992 Everest trip. But she
was unable to help him. By giving Mohan Singh her oxygen, she was able to save another
climber.



8. What shows her concern for the environment?
Santosh cares deeply about the environment. So she gathered 500 kg of trash in the Himalayas
and hauled it down.

9. How does she describe her feelings at the summit of Everest?
She experienced a sense of total fulfillment. It was a spiritual experience for her. She spread out
the tricolor. On the world's roof, she raised it in the air. She was pretty proud.

Reach for the Top Class 9 Conclusion
In conclusion, the Reach for the Top summary teaches us that diligence, hard work, and
devotion will always pay off if we put our minds to something.


